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Australian handpainted thimbles and sewing tools  
1973-2014 

 

Thimbles of Australia  was published in 1998. In the succeeding twenty years many new handpainters 

have come to light. I have no way of sharing these new finds, other than creating a new Learn More 

About é Thimbles topic.  

 

This topic will broaden out from traditional handpainted china  and porcelain  ï by adding handpainted 

wood ï and exchanging a paintbrush for a stylus or a poker or pyrography tool, all handpainted thimbles 

are included  together, no matter what the artist has used to hand decorate the thimbles , nor the medium 

on which the artwork is created: wood china, papier-mâché, ivory etc .  

 

Porcelain painting has a large following in Australia and miniature painting on thimbles requires great 

skill : that surface is small . Australian fauna is a difficult subject to capture accurately in miniature  (rarely 

are kangaroos painted and just a few koalas),  so one tends to find floral handpainted thimbles in the 

main . Artists have been encouraged to sign their works and signed handpainted thimbles are eagerly 

sought after.  

 

The blank thimbles first used in china painting tend to be squat in shape with a matt finish and we re 

imported from Japan and Czechoslovakia.  

With the regular scarcity of blank thimbles to paint, artists turned their hand to making their own 

blank thimbles ï or used wooden thimbles until the supply became plentiful.  

 

Is there a preference for blank porcelain /wooden thimbles to have a gloss or matt finish?  

Both surfaces are seen throughout this topic .  

 

Many of these artists began as hobbyists.  

Australiaôs Bicentenary in 1988 was the  catalyst for a growing interest in Australiana. Those that 

became passionate about their hobby  turned it into  a small business (Lynn Richards and Val de Vries 

etc). This necessitated marketing and sales. Thimble mail order catalogues or small shops and 

wholesalers flourished in Australia to get these handpainted thimbles from the artist to thimble 

collector. They would also commission thimbles.  

Beryl Warne (her shop Thimble Collections  in Melbourne 1983 -1986)   

Margaret and Jihl Berry  (Thimble Collections  Mt Eliza Victoria 1986 -1990)  

Yvonne Varey ( Gallery One  wholesaler Perth/Melbourne 1985 -2014 )  

Barbara Kelly ( The Thimble Collector  Hamilton in  Newcastle 1986 -1993)  

Sue Gowan ( Thimbleselect 1988 -2020 The Gap Queensland)  

Dorothy Andrews ( Thimbella  Meadows near Adelaide 1985 -2012 )  

Helen Burgin ( Addaline Miniatures  Sydney 1980s -1994)  

Ann and Dick Wallace (Pan Arts  Sydney thimble wholesalers 1980s -2010s ï who had contacts with 

Thimble Collectors Guild  in Scotland , which saw Australian thimbles disseminated worldwide).  

 

Handpainted thimbles were as popular in the USA, as here. Collectors should be aware that US 

handpainted thimbles are identical in shape to those used by Australian thimble handpainters in the 

1980s. Unless the subject is Australian or has a local place marking, it may not be an Australian 

handpainted thimble.  And some may inadvertently have slipped in here  

 

The global financial crisis of 2008 saw the beginning of the end for Australian thimble handpainters ï 

markets disappeared as collectors slowed  their quest for all  thimbles . 

Most of these artists no longer paint thimbles, but there will be a whole new crop to chase from these 

pages é 

 

 I will combine all known artists who handpainted thimbles in one alphabetical sequence  (by surname or 

by the first initial if th ose are the only marks ) : no matter on which medium they painted or decorated .  

 

Where a date is lettered  in the thimble, this is included. The earliest found is 197 3, 20 14 is the latest  

dated thimble .  
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This topic does not  include overseas artists who painted thimbles with Australian themes ( some of whom  

were included in Thimbles of Australia )  ï Gail Boekel -  Dunheved ï Heirloom Editions ï Anya Kooi wind    

Klima ï Heather McLean -  Julie Menzies -  Graham Payne ï Royal Worcester -   Russell and Creed  

White Heron ï Virginia Wellman (Ginnie) .   

 

If you are a thimble painter , please share any further details ï thimble collectors please share your photos 

of Australian handpainted thimbles or makers that have been omitted.  

1 3 8  Australian handpainters are listed.   

 

When only the initials are shown they are filed by the last initial i.e. BLS is shown at the beginning of the 

S sequence.  

 

I am  aware of the following Australian china thimble painters -  I just donôt have a photo  

Strangely many on this list of china painters are the same ones listed in the Appendix 3.  

 

J B Andrews Sydney | M Bate 1997 sold in Georges Melbourne | Jo Bedingfield Sydney 1987  

Helen  Brown  Newcastle 1992 (roses)  | N Carriage Canberra (birds) | Helen Davies | Donna Driver  

Kitty Drok | N Faris | Margaret Faulks | L Forster Newcastle NSW 1992 | J Fraser | N Freeman | Jay  Gabb  

W Gavan | Alva Gooden Perth 1980s |  Olive Gumley | Marilyn Hulbert | Beryl Job 1977   

Melva Keeley 1977 | Lyn Larkin | D Lee Canberra 1985 |  N Main 1981 | I Matthews |  Carol McCormack   

D Mitchell | Lorna Mitchell | J Moyle | J Newton NSW  | Joy Noel  Brisbane  (wattle 1996)  | L Pearson   

Grace Phillips |  S Rains  | Gillem (Edna) Reid New Norfolk Tasmania | Jan Schubert Adelaide 1980s    

C Simpson | I Stephens |  Heather Taylor Perth | Elva Tesdarieo | P Tuck  |  M Welch Gunnedah NSW    

D Young 1978  

 

Before around 2000, a grass trees were known as a blackboy. If this term was used on the thimble, I 

have shown it but the correct name is a grass tree (xanthorrhoea).  

I have used inverted commas to show any lettering on the thimbles ï the rest are my own descriptions for 

collectors who are not familiar with Australian flora and flora.  

 

There are very few handpainted Australian sewing tools so it makes sense to include with the painterôs 

thimbles.  

 

For other Australian thimble topics see :  

Australian advertising thimbles  

Australian modern sterling silver thimble and sewing tools makers  

Australiaôs Elfin thimbles 

Sydney Opera House thimbles  

 

For other handpainted thimble topics see :  

British modern handpainted thimbles  

Gerald Delaney handpainted thimbles  

Graham Payne handpainted thimbles  

Jasperôs of Yorkshire handpainted thimbles 

Royal Worcester thimble painters  
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Handpainted thimbles 

Pat Adam  

CHINA /PORCELAIN  
Adelaide  

Pat Adam is a china painter of some renown. Her fine brushwork of mini flowers and native animals is often found on 

thimbles.  Pat was a member of South Australian Digitabulists Society  

 
óAUSTRALIAN KOALAô 

 
ó10TH  ANNIVERSARY   

S.A.D.S. 1998ô 

 
óS.A.D.S. EST. 1988 STH. 

AUSTRALIAô 

painted on Dorothy Andrewsô 
porcelain thimbles  

 
Sturt desert pea bouquet  

 
owl  

 
óAUSTRALIAN WATTLEô 

   

Jessie Adams  

PORCELAIN 
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Jo Allen  

PORCELAIN 
Mackay, Queensland  

her thimble is signed on the outside  

 
gum flowers  

 

Dot Andrews  

PORCELAIN 
Meadows, South Australia  

Dot sold thimbles thru her mail order thimble catalogue , Thimbella . She was a potter and created unglazed porcelain 
blank thimbles for sale to handpainters , at her Paris Creek Pottery . She made them in green, blue, apricot, pink, lilac, 

off -white and white  

You may notice how many of Australian  thimble artists originated in South Australia. And for this, there is 

only one person to acknowledge . Dot worked tirelessly, encouraging every handpainter she met to try 

thimble painting :  with great success  

 
óBottlebrush Australia ô 

 

 

Jo Armstrong  

PORCELAIN 

 
blue wren  
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A Arnold  

PORCELAIN 

Western Australia  

 
óKangaroo Pawô  

1983  

 
óLeschenaultia ô  

 1983  

 

H.B. 

PORCELAIN 

 
Kingfisher  

 
Rainbow lorikeet  

 

Diane Baker  

PORCELAIN 

 
óBlackboy ô 
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Irene Barnett  

STONEWARE 
North Nowra , New South Wales  

Irene Barnett is the originator of Chelsea Girl Stoneware . Irene started pottery in 1979 after being unsuccessful in 

finding a potter to make cream dishes or pots for the Tearooms she and her husband ran at the Cambewarra Lookout 

NSW.  

This led to creating their own souvenirs of stoneware and her fine white matt stoneware thimbles resulted. They all 

have óCambewarra Lookout NSW ô printed on the thimbles . Irene made between 75 and 100 of these thimbles. From 

1990, no further thimbles were produced  

Other designs she painted were blue wren, waratah, Kangaroo Valley Bridge, map of Australia and a few kangaroo  

 
óCambewarra Lookout N .S.Wô 

with kookaburra  

 
koalas  

 

Jocelyn Bayliss  

PORCELAIN 

Queensland  

 
Christmas Bells  

1982  

 
óCooktown Orchid 

(Dendrobium Bigibbum) ô 
1982  

 
óDonkey Orchid (Diurnis) ô 

 

 
 óPink Boronia ô 

1979  

 
óPink Boronia (Boronia Muelleri) ô 

 
óBéô 
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Beate ôs 

PORCELAIN 
Nort h Queensland  

Beate trained as a master painter at Royal Berlin Porcelain. She arrived from Germany to settle in Sydney  

Beate Wickert imported porcelain blanks from Limoges. Dot Andrews asked her if she would paint thimbles   

These thimbles were all stock items built up over the years . Her apexes are painted gold  

She also undertook commissions  

  
Beate was no longer able to procure quality blank porcelain thimbles to paint . Ceased  2006.  

 

 
Australian Fauna  

 
Australian F lora  

green vertical stripes  

 
Australian Fauna  

green vertical stripes  

 
Australian F lora  

no top coloured band  

   
Australian F lora  

 
Australian F lora  

 
Australian F lora  

vertical blue stripes  
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Australian Flora  
smaller flowers  
early unsigned  

unpainted apex  

 
Basket  

 
Black Rose  

 
Blue Diamond  

    
Blue Wren  

 
Bow  

 
Cobalt Posy  

 
Forget -me -nots  

 
Furstenberg  

 
Green Rose  

 
Musical  

 
initial óBô  

commission  

 
initial óMô 

commission  

  
Pansie Blue Stripe  

   
Pansy  

 

 
Pansy  

early unsigned  

 
Pink Rose 

   
Rose Gold  


