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Modern British sterling silver thimble makers 
1955 ð 2022 

I think itôs time to showcase the skills of the modern British silversmith who has produced thimbles over 

the last  sixty  years. With a small  output, by comparison with the silversmiths of yesteryear, these 

thimbles are largely handmade or machined in non - factory settings.  

 

Many of the thimbles produced were made as commemoratives ï for British royalty milestones ï Easter or 

Christmas etc. None were produced in quantity, except for James Swann and Son (from Ray Coggle) 

(JS&S), the handpainted enamel led  thimbles by Peter Swingler (PS) and Swann Thimbles (from Frank 

Jones) S(T) who are out of the scope of this topic ï their output is simply too large to feature here. I have 

also ignored British enamelled thimbles unless the enamel ling  only forms a small embellishment .  

 

Silversmiths are only featured here once the makers name has been established. I have unknown thimble 

makers identified only by initials  in my archives .  

They are included in the additional topic Modern British silver thimble makers still to be identified.  

 

An invaluable source of these photos is from the original catalogues of The Thimble Guild, in Scotland 

(198 3-20 18) and Thimble Society of London (1981 -2009). The information on new artists was at their 

fingertips at the time of their catalogues printing.  

Apologies for the poor quality of many of the photos from the original catalogues . 

 

The silversmiths are arranged in alphabetical order of their last name. Please share clearer photos to 

make this the worthwhile database it needs to be, to record these thimbles for posterity. I have included 

the place where the thimbles were created but n ot the assay office. Further biographic al  information is not 

as relevant to me ï Iôd rather the thimbles did the talking. I do think itôs interesting to show photos where 

they are available. Further information on these silversmiths as thimblemakers is contained in my topic 

Makers Marks on British Thimbles.  

 

From 1976, all assay marks must be registered every ten years. I wonder how many of the following 

silversmiths  have needed to do this.  

You won ôt find any Chester assay marks in this section as the Chester Assay Office closed in 1961.  

 

As I create this topic I am awed by the beautiful and imaginative designs. Some show the great skill and 

delicate touch of the silversmith ï but may not have been intended to be used for sewing. Interestingly, 

also I note that many have the hallmarks runni ng vertically down the thimbles. Many have plain polished  

surfaces, with no indentations, which makes this possible. After a while, some of the thimble designs 

seem so similar but the makers marks are definitely different! As in earlier times, the makers marks may 

not actually be those of the maker!! My aim is t o list the thimbles by the hallmarked makers name ï once 

these are identified.  

 

It would be a wonderful search to chase as many of these makers for your sterling silver collection.  ENJOY 

the hunt!  

  

I have already covered D I Dormon Brailsford and Kay Thetford Kendall, two modern British silversmiths, 

with their stand -alone topics, so they are not replicated here. Peter Swingler joined these topics in June 

2017.  

 

I know who the following three  thimble makers are  but have no photos of their thimbles. If you 

have photos, please share. Or please fill gaps where I don ôt have many photos ï the more there are, the 

better .  

  CJB (Clifford John Barber) ï PJM (Merriman Silver Ltd) -  WW (Whitehill Silver & Plate)    
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There are now 1 5 6  modern silversmiths ô thimbles illustrated here -  with over 1300  different images of 

their thimbles ï astounding! 41% of these thimbles were produced in the 1980s, the heyday of thimble -

making.  

The assay office is recorded when known. From 2000 all British sterling thimbles had to have 925 as part 

of their assay  hallmark. I have added this in where known, to aid where there may be no hallmark date.  

 

I have not encountered any assay marks for British sterling silver thimbles with either a 2017 (there is 

now one example) nor a 2018 or 2019 m ark.  

Happiness is finding some new British thimbles with a 2020  and 2022  hallmark!  

This reaffirms my feeling of sadness that thimble making using precious materials has ended in Britain  

 

 

William Adams Ltd  (WA) 
Birmingham  

 
1982  

Birmingham  

Charles George Alexander (CGA) 
Isle of Man  

  
1981  

London  for Isle of Man  
vertical hallmarks  

London import mark  

rope - like rim  
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Ammonite (ALtd) 
Glamorgan Wales  

This Welsh company is based in Glamorgan, south Wales . They marketed their Easter and  Christmas thimbles thru 

The Heritage Collection based in Bristol, for distribution in the UK, USA, Australia and South Africa etc  

There is a set of British national floral emblems created in 1978  

The 197 5-1978 thimbles were cast ï the later issues (1980 -1984) were die - formed and feel less substantial  

Other makers marks encountered on the later thimbles are COG and B -L, but these makers marks are yet to be 

identified. Their output includes 9ct gold examples and gold -plated silver  

  
1975  1977   

Birmingham  
Celtic Knots  

 
1978  

Birmingham  

Daffodils  

Welsh national floral emblem  

 
1978  

Birmingham  

Shamrocks  

Irish national floral emblem  
different from 19 82  issue  

 
1978  

Birmingham  
Thistles  

Scottish national floral emblem  

 
1977  

Birmingham  
Welsh Spoons  

some have hallmarks in the apex  

 
1978  

Birmingham  
Welsh Spoons  

9ct gold  

 
1978  

Birmingham  
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1978  

Birmingham  
Daffodils  

+ daffodil on apex  

 
1978  

Birmingham  
Easter  

daffodils  

  
1980  

Birmingham  
Stemmed Rose 

for Hallmark Cards ï marketed by Little Gallery  

   
1981  

Birmingham  
Daisies  

with shadow of green  

 
1981   

Birmingham  
Christmas  tree and  holly  

 
1981  

Birmingham  
Christmas  bells  

 
1981   

Birmingham  
commemorating the Marriage of Prince Charles  

with Prince of Wales feathers  
+ silver gilt  

  
1981  

Birmingham  
commemorating the Marriage of Prince Charles  

with St Pauls Cathedral  
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1982  

Birmingham  
acanthus leaves  

  
1982  

Birmingham  
Christmas  

+ 9ct  

 
1982  

Birmingham  
Easter  
rabbits  

 
1982  

Birmingham  
My Valentine  

 
1982  

Birmingham  
Primroses  
silver -gilt  

 
1982  

Birmingham  
Shamrocks  

different from 1978 issue  

 
1984  

Birmingham  
Easter  
lilies  

 
Birmingham  

Lilies  

 
SILVER 

similar to 1978 Easter Daffodils  

no makers marks etc  

 
SILVER 

similar to 1982 Easter bunnies  

no makers marks etc  
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SILVER 

similar to 1982 Easter bunnies  
no makers marks etc  
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Aprilis  (AS) 
Devon  

Aprilis seem to use a second makers mark (A Ltd) ï different mark from Ammonite Ltd  

 
1979  

Birmingham  
vertically stippled surface  

Argyll Silver  (AS) 
Northfield Birmingham  

 
1988  

turret or castle shape  

  
2002  

Edinburgh  
925  

commemorating Queen Elizabeths Golden Jubilee  
using the 2002 jubilee hallmark on apex as part of the design  

these thimbles were made by Julius Wengert  of Pzorzheim, Germany  
R: squat shape  
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Vincent J Ashworth  (VJA) 
Leppington Malton North Yorkshire  

 
1993  

London  

 

Asprey (A&CoLtd) 

 
1986  

London  

m ouse on apex  

Kenneth Baguley (KB) 
Baguley & Sons  

 
19 81  

London  
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Simon J Beer (SJB) 
Lewes Sussex  

 
19 89  

Sheffield  
Ellis family crest  

Anita Bell Page (ABP) 

 
19 79   

Sheffield  
inscribed H.S.  

 
1980  

Sheffield  
applied stylised flowers  
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Adrian Gerald Sallis Benney (AGB) 
Reading  

1 April  1930 -26 June 2008  

opened his first workshop in Whitfield Place in London. He moved to Beenham House in 1963 in Reading, which was 

his home and workshop until 1999. He then moved to Wiltshire  

He was awar ded the Roy al Warrant by HM the Queen as goldsmith and silversmith in 1974 , followed by a Royal 

Warrant from HRH the Duke of Edinburgh and HM the Queen Mother in 1975 and in 1980  

HRH the Prince  of Wales  

Professor of Silversmithing, Royal College of Art and  Jewellery 1974 -1983  

  
1977  

London  

commemorating Queen Elizabeths Silver Jubilee  
stippled surface  

similar design to MN&WP  

 

John H Berry (JHB) 
Tenbury Wells Worcestershire  

Fellow of the Institute of Professional Goldsmiths  

similar design to WHM -  WM  

www.jhberry.co.uk  

 
197 9  

Sheffield  
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Michael Bickerton  (JMB) 
Jewellery Quarter Birmingham  

established for 50 years ï in 2018  

www.bickertonjewellery.com  

 
1981  

Birmingham  
commemorating  the Royal Wedding of Lady Diana and Prince Charles  

pierced sides with C D 1981 and bells  

  

Bishtonõs Limited  (BLD) 
Birmingham  

 
1978  

Birmingham  
gilt lining ï made in Portugal  

Birmingham import mark  

Bishtons Limited  (B(S)) 

 
19 91   

Birmingham  
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Blue John Gem Box (BJGB) 
Matlock Bath  

 
1988  

Sheffield  
pink stone apex  

Michael Allen Bolton  (MAB) 
Cornwall  

b.1938 -d.2016  

 
1975  

London  

sterling silver gold and opals  

 
1984  

London  
sterling silver and applied gold  flower  

good weight  

  
1989  

London  
Capricorn sign of the zodiac in relief  
designed by artist Joyce Hargreaves  

all signs of zodiac were created  
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Boodle & Dunthor ne (B&D) 
Liverpool  

 
1978  

London  

Christopher S Bowen (CSB) 

 
19 78   

London  
crystalline finish and  rim  

slightly flared rim  

 
19 83   

London  
stippled finish  

slightly flared rim  

   
1997  

London  
commemorating Golden Wedding of 

Queen Elizabeth  
also available in silver -gilt and  9ct 

gold  
slightly flared rim  

commissioned by Thimble Society of 
London  ï with sketch  

limited to  800  

 
1997  

London  

óElizabeth and Philip 1947 ï 1997ô 
silver -gilt  
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Aidan J Breen (AJB) 
Dublin  

gold and silversmith  

  

 
1985  1986   

Dublin  with Hibernia mark  
St Brendan ôs boat scene  ï lower different boat  

 
1985  

Dublin  with Hibernia mark  
St Brigid ôs Cross  

5   
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W I Broadway (B&Co) 

 
1981  

Birmingham  
with an inscription 18 years in S.L.C  

 
1983  1990  

Birmingham  
 

1984  1989  1990  1995  1997  2000  
Birmingham  

similar design to E&Co ï nt ï MK -  DP  

 
1988  

Birmingham  

Thomas Buchanan (TB) 
Cardenden Fife Scotland  

 
19 79   

Edinburgh  
stone in apex  

marks on inner rim  
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Clive Norman Bullivant  (CNB) 
Clive trained in 3D design specialising in metal and ceramics and ran a successful Silver workshop before becoming a 

teacher of Design and Technology up to A - level. Three times winner of Goldsmith Craft and Design Council awards for 

silversmithing design and seven international product design awards Clive now works with handcrafted pewter 

producing pieces inspired by nature and travel  (Bridge Arts in Uckfield )  

he also creates handpainted enamel led  sterling silver pill boxes  

 
1982  

London  

vertically stippled surface  
handpainted enamel led  apex with cottage scene  

  
1982  

London  

vertically stippled surface  
handpainted enamel led  apex with leopard or cheetah  

  
handpainted enamelled  apex with 

black cat  

    
handpainted enamelled  apex with ginger 

cat  

 
handpainted enamelled  apex 

with Siamese  

Clive Edward Burr (CB) 
London  

Clive Burr studied under Gerald Benney  at the Royal College of Art and set up a workshop in 1979 with fellow 

graduates Jane Short and Alistair McCallum. In 1983 they moved to Old Street and were joined by Rod Kelly and 

Sheila McDonald. By 1988 Clive had set up by himself in Berry Street where he stayed until he moved into the new 

Goldsmiths Centre in 2012.  

  

 
1981  

London  
commemorating the Marriage of Prince Charles  

this thimble also exists with a different  mark :  RL  (R)  

this is the engraverôs mark of Robert Legg  
lower: silver -gilt  
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Timothy Joseph Burtwell  (TB) 
Tring Hertfordshire  

This silversmith is using children ôs story characters as a theme  

 
1979  1989  

London  

hand - indentations  

  
1983  1997  

London  
Piglet and  Pooh 

both are sterling silver thimbles  

 
1987  1992   

London  
Christopher Robin  with Winnie the Poo  and umbrella in the rain  

  
1991  

London  

m ice amongst the oak leaves  
R: silver -gilt version  ï weight 13 grammes  
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925  

Winnie the Pooh  
with balloon -  honeypot  

 
London  

bear with building blocks  

Desmond A Byrne (DAB) 
The Castle Yard The Parade  Kilkenny Ireland  

gold and silversmith  

his shaped thimbles were commissioned by Fern Hill  

  
1985  

Dublin  
turret or castle shape  

vertical hallmarks  

 
1996  

Dublin  
Kilkenny turret or castle shape  

  
2001  

Dublin  with Hibernia mark  
two cats with furry surface   

 
Dublin  

925  
applied cats  
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Philip Campbell  (PDAC) 
Mull Silver  

Tobermory Isle of Mull Hebrides Scotland  

Philip also created pewter and wooden thimbles  

see also TCG  

 
1980  

Edinburgh  
applied heart and  crown  

 
1982  

Edinburgh  
applied thistle on band  

 
1983  

Edinburgh  
applied thistle on band  

  
1983  

Edinburgh  

  
1983  

Edinburgh  

Dove of Peace  To my Love  message  
applied dove  

 
1983  

Edinburgh  
plaited - type rim  

 
1983  

Edinburgh  

 
1984  

Edinburgh  
frosted bands  

 
1985  

Edinburgh  
pincushion apex  
limited to  100  

R in b&w: showing pins  

 
1985  

Edinburgh  
criss -cross  bands  
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1986  

Edinburgh  

 
1986  

Edinburgh  
lightly pressed  floral design  

  
1986  

Edinburgh  

commemorating the m arriage of Prince Andrew  
vertical hallmarks  

hand indented apex  
see also similar thimble for NTS  

 
1987  

Edinburgh  
Throned 1837 VR  

commemorating 150 years Ascension of Victoria  

vertical hallmarks  

 
1987  

Edinburgh  
whisky  

vertical hallmarks t  

histle on apex  

    
1987   

Edinburgh   
The Celtic Ram  

vertical hallmarks  
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1987  

Edinburgh  

Celtic design  
vertical hallmarks along band on verso  

 
1980s  

Edinburgh  
applied Celtic pattern  

 
1980s  

Edinburgh  
plaited - type rim  

 
1980s  

Edinburgh  
applied Celtic lion rampant  

 
floral  

Capri Jewellery Ltd  (CJ) 
London  

 
197 7  

London  
identical design made by HH ï with  other details identical  
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Robert Carr (RC) 
Sheffield  

recreations  of Victorian patterns  

this maker ôs thimbles were for sale in David Jones Ltd in Australia  

 
1999  

Sheffield  

 
1999  

Sheffield  

  
2000  2006   

Sheffield  
925  

  
2002  2006  
Sheffield  

925  

  
2006  

Sheffield  
925  

 
 2006  

Sheffield  
925  

Susannah Mary (Molly) Challoner (SMC) 
Newcastle  

Molly Challoner (1901 -1990) was a Newcastle born and based jeweller and silversmith working from her family home 

15 Framlington Place, Newcastle.   She exhibited jewellery and silver at both the 1926 and 1928 Arts and Crafts 

Society Exhibitions.   Her work w as exhibited in 1994 at a Brighton University exhibition Women Designing: Redefining 

Design in Britain Between the Wars.   These same pieces are in the collection of the Goldsmith Hall  

She registered her SMC mark at the London assay office in 1923 and appears to have stopped working at the advent 

of the second world war, when she became a nurse and occupational therapist.   After 1945 she contributed 

academically to the growing profession  of occupational therapy  

 
1955  

London  
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Chamberlain Clarke Partnership (CCP) 

These thimbles we re probably made by JS&S  or S(T)  

  
1984  1991   

Birmingham  
applied cupids  

 
1991  

Birmingham  
ornate applied band  

rest smooth sides  

 
1999  

London  
925  

the hallmarked thimble is tiny -  too small for practical 
use  

the sterling silver Cupid holder has the 2000 hallmark 
symbol on the base opposite the holder figurine  

 
Sterling (no hallmarks)  
marks on leg of cupid  

 
band of applied hearts  
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Elizabeth Jane Chantler (EJC JC) 
Brough Cumbria  

AJ Designs  

she began designing and  making thimbles and  jewellery in 1975 , with the assistance of Ailsa McKenzie  

Jane uses both of her marks, irrespective of the assay date  

Janeôs thimbles were also available thru The Thimble Guild in Scotland 2001 -200 7 

no thimbles were  made  after 201 3 when she repeated her Nocturne design  

where there are no hallmark dates, the thimbles are her stock items  

  
1973 1976  2002  

Sheffield  
Barcelona  

(1973 version has smoother finish)  

10.2 gram me s 

   
1980 -  EJC 
Sheffield  
Moorish  

R:oxidised version  

11.9 gram me s 

   
1980  1982  2001  

Sheffield  
Tudor Rose 

body is divided into eight panels  
rose and leaf clusters are repeated on apex  

9.9ï13.5 gram me s 

   
198 1 2006  EJC JC 

Sheffield  

Teddy Bears Picnic  
tree on apex  

 
1982  2001   
Sheffield  

Chamomile Daisy  
11 gram me s 

available in 9ct gold  

   
1983  2002   
Sheffield  

Strawberry Fields  
pattern repeated on apex  

18 gram me s 
also available in 9ct gold  
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1983  2002  
Sheffield  

Swallow s and Clouds  

1983 limited to 100  
also available in 9ct gold  

16 grammes  

  
1983  2004  
Sheffield  

The Silver C lover  

clover repeated on apex  
1983 limited to 200  

  
1984  2002  
Sheffield  

Victorian Church Window  
13.9 gram me s 

 

 
1987  1988  -  EJC 

Sheffield  
Avalon  

one pattern repeated on apex  
16.4 gram me s 

also available in 9ct gold  

  
1989  1997  -  EJC 

Sheffield  
Swaledale Sheep  

11.8 gram me s 

     
1994  1995  2003   

Sheffield  
Treble Clef  

13.2 gram me s 

C: .375 9ct gold (2003)  
R: in May 1995 , this copy was offered for sale by P J Walter as Italian .800 silver, marked for Novaro and  makers 

mark + 22  
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1996  

Sheffield  
commemorating Queen Elizabeth ôs 70 th  Birthday  

commissioned by Thimble Society of London  
R: oxidised version  

limited  500  silver and  200  9ct gold  
22.4 gram me s 

  
1997  

Sheffield  
commemorating Queen Elizabeth ôs Golden Wedding  

two bells design on apex  
19.9 gram me s 

 
2000  

Millennium  

    
2001  

Sheffield  
The Apple Orchard  

showing three panels of the stages of apple trees  

apple on apex  
R: in May 1995 this copy was offered for sale by P J Walter as Italian .800 silver, marked for Novaro and  makers 

mark + 22  

11.6 gram me s 

 
2001  

Sheffield  
Shooting Star  
star on apex  

11 gram me s 


