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Thimblefuls 
 

I have done a thorough search of all my thimble books and the internet and I was surprised to find 

how little information there is on thimblefuls. There are two photos in one of McConnel's thimbles 

books, which confirm my findings that the Thimble Society of London has rarely had any of these 

for sale. There are no examples in the book on Settmacher in Austria, but there is record of a 

German advertising thimbleful, made by Gabler. Where there are brief mentions in the literature, I 

have included the photos. Johnson lists them under 'Novelties and Oddities'. The exception to 

scant information is Holmes who has an entire chapter entitled 'Just a Thimbleful', which lends 

credence to collecting them. Gaussen maintains that thimblefuls are collected with sewing 

accessories because of their thimble shape.  

 

As early as 1617 the thimbleful was accepted as an indication of measure. From then on there is a 

clear association of thimble shapes and drinking measures. The internet is peppered with 

references to 'Just a Thimbleful' but rather as a figure of speech, indicating a small amount.  

 

Spirit or tot measures have been made in the shape of thimbles since Victorian times as popular 

novelties. They are known by a variety of names: shot glasses, jiggers, stirrup cups and thimble 

cups. They replicate thimbles, down to the indentations and when placed with the open side up, 

the height measures, on average, 50mm. The base should be flat or able to stand on its own 

without wobbling. Some have indented bases, others are smooth. The traditional measure for a 

spirit measure is one ounce (1oz ) . Some have this measurement lettered on the base of the 

thimbleful. Thimblefuls can have a metal or enamel led  badge applied  for various events, tourist 

attractions or towns. Some of the Scottish thimblefuls are thistle -shaped ; others are stemmed like 

a traditional goblet -shape (many of these are not marked as thimblefuls) .  
 

 

 
AMERICAN JIGGERS  

 

Thimblefuls are made of glass, brass, aluminium, china or porcelain, copper, chromium or chromed 

metal, nickel silver, silver -plate, silver, pewter, plastic, wood and gold. In fact, they "come in any 

material you can pour drinks out of".  

 

The lettering varies considerably; from Thimble  Full  (usually over two lines )  -  Thimbleful  -  Just  

a Thimbleful  -  Just  a Thimble  Full  (most common form )  -  Only  a Thimbleful  or  Only  a  

Thimble  Full  ( this appears to be American terminology )  -  A Stitch  in  Time  Saves  Nine  -  the 

four Scottish forms A Wee  Drappie  -  For  Auld  Lang  Syne  -  A Wee  Deoch  and  Doris  -  A Wee  

Deoch  and  Dorius  -  and a newly discovered terms of Just  a  Swallow  -  all lettered across the top 

of the thimble when the thimbles are placed on the apex, with the open end upwards. The German 

lettering is Nur  ein  Fingerhut  Voll . In my opinion, the lettering is what makes a thimbleful. 

Without it, does it just become a spirit measure or jigger? and therefore outside the scope of this 

thimble topic. I have tried not to include any thimblefuls in shape when there is no lettering to 

indicate them as such.  

 

Some would have been handmade. The rims are not commonly rolled, but examples exist with 

rolled rims. Most have the indentations going under across the base, a few are smooth.  

 

In 1970, Cartier initiated a 'Gold Thimble' award for outstanding fashion designers. It is about 

76mm  tall and made of silver gilt.  
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Johnson has a good selection of thimblefuls, showing the variety available, in both material, height 

and style.  

 

I have not included large -sized china thimbles that usually stand on their open side, with no 

lettering of 'Thimblefuls'. The exception is the crested china thimbles that Edwin Holmes included 

in his chapter on Thimblefuls.  

 

It is interesting to find that some thimblefuls have their own thimble cases. They would be 

particularly useful for the fragile glass thimblefuls. It was rare to find one with a case but they are 

becoming available now thru e bay. The cases are made of cardboard or  leather. The shapes vary 

from cylindrical boxes or those that are fitted to the thimble shape and that open sideways. I have 

included photos of the thimbleful containers where possible.  
 

 
L- R:  PEWTER WITH A THICK ROLLED -BACK RIM; SILVER -PLATED; NICKEL WITH ENAMEL LED SOUVENIR 

PLAQUE; GREEN GLASS; PEWTER; ANOTHER SOUVENIR; SILVER -PLATED; BLACKBERRY AND CREAM SLAG 

GLASS  
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Metal thimblefuls  
 

The largest group of thimblefuls is those made of metal. It is difficult to accurately describe the 

metals, and they are included in this section if they are not made of silver or pewter.  

 

Charles Iles , and later Iles & Gomms  of Birmingham, would have made the most commonly 

found th imblefuls -  those made of cupro -nickel, chromed metal or silver -plated brass. Over time 

the some of the silver -plate has worn off, leaving the brass showing.  

Iles, who had been producing thimbles since the 1860s, were the world's biggest producers of 

functional thimbles in the twentieth century until they ceased production in 1990.  

 

 
COPPER, 1984  

 
CHROMIUM -PLATED 

 
SILVER-PLATED BRASS 

  
A WEE DEOCH -AN-DORIS  

-----------------------    CHARLES ILES   -----------------------  
44mm   

-----------------------------------------    JUST A THIMBLE FULL   -----------------------------------------   
-----------------------------------------    A WEE DEOCH -AN-DORIS    -----------------------------------------  
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Charles Iles registered his design for silver -plated brass thimblefuls with the R D707065 and the 

lettering is 'Just a Thimble Full'. He registered the design on 17 July 1924. The registered design 

included a crest attached to the side. The copyright was extended for four five -year periods and 

expired in July 1939, which attests to a popular design. Their production ceased in 1970. Was it 

coincidental that Iles made thimblefuls with enamelled badges for the British Empire Exhibition in 

the same year of 1924?  

 

 
CHARLES ILES  

WITH A GLASS INSIDE   

 

 

So if you have any metal thimblefuls where the words 'thimble' and 'full' are separate, with no 

rolled rim, the band that contains these words being half of the total height of 44mm, and the 

indentations going from there right under the thimble, you have got an Iles -made thimbleful. It is 

a bonus when the RD No is on the thimble as well .  

 

 
NORTHERN RHODESIA  

ILES & GOMMS   

  
BRITISH EMPIRE  

EXHIBITION 1924   
CHARLES ILES   

 
MELBOURNE  

ILES & GOMMS  
see also below  

-----------------------------------------    JUST A THIMBLE FULL    -----------------------------------------  

 

As can be seen, the enamel led  crests that are applied  to Iles thimblefuls are very varied in shape 

and design. I know this list is endless,  but it would be great to have it as complete as possible. Do 

you know of any other crests to add to the list of 10 5  below?  

It is interesting to note that they seem exclusively made for countries of the British Commonwealth  

The following list are of Iles thimblefuls with an enamel led  crest made for the tourist market or as 

a commemorative  

I have listed the lettering from the top as it appears on the badge and whether the Registration 

number appears on the thimbleful  

Itôs wonderful to find a date as part of the crest ï commissioned from Charles Iles/Iles & Gomms  

These dates currently include  

1925 ï 1929 ï 1937 ï 1938 ï 1940  
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Others of this type:  

 

 
ABERDEEN 

 
ABERYSTWYTH +RD No  

 
ANTIQUA LEEWARD 

ISLANDS  

 
AYR +RD No  

 
BALLATER +RD No  

 
BALMORAL CASTLE 

 
BANFF +RD No  

 
BARRY ISLAND  

 
BEANNCHOR 

 
BETTYHILLS +RD No  

 
BERMUDA +RD No  

 
BON ACCORD ABERDEEN 

(Canada)   
BORTH +RD No  

 
BRIGHTON +RD No  

 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

EXHIBITION 1925  

 
BRORA 

 
CANADA +RD No  

 
CARDIFF 

 
CENTRAL AFRICAN 

RHODES CENTENA4Y 
EXHIBITION 1953  

 
CHATHAM NAVY WEEK  

+RD No  

 
CHESTER +RD No  

 
CORNISH PISKEY +RD No  

 
CORONATION 1937  +RD 

No 
(RED CROWNED KING 

GEORGE VI AND QUEEN 
ELIZABETH)  

 
CORONET PEAK 

QUEENSTOWN NZ  

 
COWES +RD No  
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CRIEFF 

 
DOUGLAS 

 
DUNDEE +RD No  

 
DURBAN +RD No  

 
EAST LONDON  

(SOUTH AFRICA)  

 
EDINBURGH  

(A WEE DEOCH-AN-
DORIS)  

 
EDINBURGH +RD No  

 

 
EMPIRE EXHIBITION 

GLASGOW 1938  

 
EMPIRE EXHIBITION 

SCOTLAND 1938  

 
EMPIRE EXHIBITION 

SCOTLAND 1938  +RD No  

 
FELIXSTOWE +RD No  

 
FIAT OAMURA N.Z  

 
FIDE ET FORTITUDINE 

+RD No  

 
FRAE BONNIE SCOTLAND 

(+ colourway)  

 
H.M SUBMARINES  

 
H.M.S FURIOUS ï i 

+RD No  

 
H.M.S FURIOUS - ii  

 
H.M.S. RODNEY +RD No  

 
H.M.S. ROYAL 

SOVEREIGN +RD No  

 
HOBART TASMANIA  

 
ISLE OF MAN  

 
ISLE OF MAN SOUVENIR  

 
JAMAICA 

 
JEDBURGH 

 
JENNY JONES 

 
JERSEY +RD No  -  i 

 
JERSEY +RD No  -  ii  

 
JERSEY -  iii  

 
JOHN O GROATS +RD No  

 
JOHN O GROATS  


