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Vale Fine China <--> Vohenstrauss Porzellan

Mallards
VALE FINE CHINA, Wales

e mallard is a familiar sight on our still inland waters. From autumn through
to spring, the drake is a handsome bird with a glorious green head, white collar
and tail feathers and a dark brown breast. Then he moults, losing his bright
colours, and for a few months wears his ‘eclipse’ dress, in which he resembles his
paler brown wife and child — though distinguished from them by his yellow bill.
All have an eye-catching blue ‘stripe’ of feathers on their wings. Mallards are
gregarious birds, and are often seen in large groups, dabbling for food on and near
the surface of the water. They rarely dive, but cheerfully and efficiently upend
th lves for a lent snack spotted a few inches below them. To witness a
whole flock springing together straight out of the water and hurtling powerfully
away, wings whirring, is a striking experience.

Vale Fine China is a young company which could truly be described as a cottage
industry. Based in the Vale of Glamorgan, in south Wales, they employ local crafts-
men in the production of their high-quality bone china, and train them in the great
traditions of porcelain modelling and painting.
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Lily Pond Thimble
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VALE FINE CHINA Wales

A delightful water-color painting of a lily pond. complete
with lily pads. frogs and cattails, encircles this distinctive
thimble from Vale Fine China.

Located in the quiet Welsh countryside of the Vale of
Glamorgan, not far from the capital city of Cardiff, this
family-run porcelain housc draws inspiration for many of its
unusual decorative motifs from its beautiful natural sur-
roundings. Owners Bob and Frances Clarke personally over-
see the production of Vale's delicate bone china figurines,
gift items, collector plates and thimbies. The superb decora-
tions of Vale Fine China are usually commissioned from
gifted area artists. The Clarkes firmly believe that the artis-
tic diversity they seek is best achieved from local artists
working in their own studios.

vale's use of watercolor paintings is a relatively new ven-
ture, and the exquisite colors and soft effect beautifully com-
plement the crisp whiteness of the bone china. A hand-
applied band of gold adds a luxurious finishing touch to the
“Lily Pond Thimble,~ available exclusively from The
Thimble Coliectors Club.
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Orchids

VALE FINE CHINA, Wales

Orchids are among the most exotic of plants, their delicate, speckled
flowers bringing the warmth of the tropics to even the dullest
English winter day. Incredibly, there are 20,000 species in the
family, ranging from the native British orchid which can still be
found growing wild in our countryside to the most rarefied prima
donnas of the greenhouse. Although half their number grow on the
ground, the other half are epiphytic — that is, they live on rocks and
the branches of trees, taking their nourishment from air and
rainwater. Perhaps this ethereal lifestyle is one of the reasons they
hold such fascination for us.

Jane Pickering, who painted these fragile blooms, is herself a keen
gardener, and her love of flowers is evidenced in her detailed work,
which is to be found illustrating many books.

Vale Fine China are a young company which could truly be
described as a cottage industry. Based in South Wales, they employ
mainly local craftsmen in the manufacture of their high-quality
bone china ware, although their chief modeller trained in the
Italian porcelain industry. Their collaboration with Jane Pickering
has produced a collector’s thimble which typifies their fine products.
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VAL IFINIE CITINA, Wales

Fhe comman name of this deliphttul Tile Qower. the pamnsy, o
fromy Hhe Fremely, peasde, o thoapht, Conntey folk bave teed many
other names oy this same lowe heavts ease, Tinttortly lower,
frssome ek, Kiss hehind-thesgaeden-pate, Tove o idleness, e
each ag pretty and Eocifol ns the last It
was puiee frame a wild pansy et Oheron ook in A Midsurmimer

Fvees ander ane hood

Nuoght's Dream, sproading it an the evelids of the slevping Titama,
to mnke hoer ‘doat wpon® the first live eveatore she wonld see when
shivwaoke, as o punishiment for erossing: i The spell warked, ol
the frivy queen (el in love with the wenver, Bottom, who e
wenrgr a dandiey’s hend

Vade Fine China, which has produced this attraetive Ahimble fin
onr club, s a0 younge compnny, foanded in 1986 1m0 the Vale of
Clamorgan, in =outh Wales, Vale deseribes ieell ne o coltape
mdvstey. emploving mainly loeal eraftspeaple and Crnining them
e the great teaditions of poreelon modelling and pamnting It
specanhizes in the prodoction of eollector’s tems — smnll pombers
of lincaquality warves such as hone china Gprines, collapes, hoves
and thimbles

Learn more about TCC (V)
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Orchids Thimble

VALE FINE CHINA - England

jonal token of affection, delicately-colored orchids
gcr:{grd‘e(n(::uvlc this brilliant, white bone china thimble from
one of Wales' most distinguished porcelain houses. 5
he qulet Welsh countryside of the Vale
mgfga: . Lths f:mlly run porcelain house draws inspiration
for many of its decorative motifs from its beautiful natural
surroundings. Owners Bob and Frances Clarke personally
oversee the production of Vale's delicate bone china figurines,
gift itemns. collector plates and thimbles. The superb decora-
tions of Vale Fine China are usually commissioned from gifted
area artisans. The Clarkes belicve that the artistic dlve:slt_y
they seck is best achieved by local artists working in their
own studios. ——
e elegant "Orchids" design on this flne bone china thim
I::‘empl;;ﬂcs Vale's dedication to guality. A gleaming band of
gold further embellishes this thimble available exclusively
frem the Thimble Collectors Club.

Last update: 6 February 2015
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Pink Roses

VALE FINE CHINA, Wales

A pair of delicions roses in prettiest pink adarng this charming
thimble. The British have always had a special affection far their
roses, and blooms of every hue from purest white, crenmy ivaries
and pinks, sunny yellows and mellow apricots, 4o fiery red and
dark, rich crimson are lovingly tended across the country,
whether they are tumbling over a rustic cotinge door or jracing
fhe splendid gardens of a stately home. Whether they are loved
maore for their appearance or for their sweel fragrance eannol he
Judged, hat one thing is certain — their hardiness and tolerance
belp roses Lo flawer thronghout 1he unpredictable northern
summer and long into awtumn. Lucky gardeners in the shellered
sonbhenn sometimes even pick a rose on Christmas Day!

Vale Fine China has produced this delieate thimble for onr Club.
This company, founded in 1986 near the South Wales const, is
prowd ta deseribie itself as a cottage industry. s hand-picked
workforee have hoen trained in the grent traditions of porcelnin
modelling and pninting, and the company specialises in (e
praduction af collector's items — small numbers of heantifully
hand-pamted, high-quality bone china figurines: coltapges nud
small gift items; and delightful thimbles such as (his.

Learn more about TCC (V) Last update: 6 February 2015
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VICTORIA, England

Founded by a former Wedgwood craftsman, Glyn
Jones, Victoria make their fine bone china in Fenton,
once a separate town, but now a district of Stoke-on-
Trent, the acknowledged home of the world’s finest
bone china. Over the years, Victoria have established
a high reputation as makers of delicate bone china
pieces and lifelike animal sculptures. Their skilful
craftsmen were the natural choice to reproduce this
charming study of a cornfield by Liverpool-born artist
Jennifer Eachus, who was awarded the prestigious
Benson & Hedges Gold Award in 1982.

This delightful minfature masterpiece of singular
charm and wit takes you into a golden cornfield on a
balmy summer's day. A harvest mouse has paused
momentarily in his playful activities to observe you.
You can feel his snout quiver. Nothing to fear here, he
decides and continues his gymnastic feats among the
swaying stalks of corn. This is truly an outstanding
example of the art of the thimble which will enhance
your collection.

Learn more about TCC (V)
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Strawberries Thimble
P

%%
nen” ;
VALE FINE CHINA - Wales

A bright early summer morning, the song of the skylark carried
on the breeze, and a fresh bajch ofstrawberries are ripening on
\;&:le vl;en In the tradition ritain’s finest porcelain

e China brings us this delicate thimble, colorfully
decorated with ripe, red berries.

Operating in the serene Welsh countryside of South G

owners Bob and Frances Clarke take great pride in the delicate
bone china figurines, collector plates, and thimbles they pro-
duce. With the help of local artists working mainly in their
homes, the Clarkes take cues from the beautiful natural
roundings of the area in choosing their designs. One of the
manufacturers to use watercolor paintings for their desig;
Vale has become world-renowned for the uniquely
colors of their wares. >

These luscious strawberries are a perfect com
creamy whiteness of the bone china, and each
ished with a hand-applied gold band. The
a fine example of British craftsmanship, is
from the Thimble Collectors Club.

“Thimble Collectors Club

Wheat Field Thimble

Vtsis B,

FINE BONE CHINA
ENGLAND

VICTORIA CHINA - England

Golden shafts of wheat bending gracefully under a bright bluc sky
provide an arresiing decoradve theme for this line English bone
china thimble from Vietoria. Liverpool-born artist, Jennifer
Eachus, created the original design — in¢luding a splash of color
in the deep red field poppy and a dash of whimsey in the little field
mouse.

Founded in the town of Fenton by Glyn Jones, a former craftsman
ut the renowned house of Wedgwaood, Victoria's skilled staff is the
beneficiary of centuries of ceramic-making tradition. For Fenton,
now & part of Stoke-on-Trent, Is tn the historic cluster of villages in
Engiand's famed Staffordshire district — long a center of pottery
and porcelain-making

It was the English who developed the formula for bone china
which still sets the standard for quality today, and aver the years
Victoria has established an enviable reputation for fts outstanding
fine bone china pieces. Thus, this highly respecled frm was
uniquely qualified to adapt and reproduce this Eachus scenc on a
thimble. Available exclusively from The Thimble Collectors Club,
“Wheat Field” combines the beauty of fine bone china with the
charm of an imaginative decorative motir.

Last update: 6 February 2015
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Family Picnic
VICTORIA CHINA, England

In the dappled sunlight of a softly wooded giade, an elegant
Victorian gathering celebrates a special occasion with a family
picnic, Crisp linen tablecloths are laid on the ground and the
creaking wicker baskets are set down, ready to reveal their bounty
of tasty pies, succulent roast chicken, jewel-coloured jeilies and
gingerbread. Before the picnickers begin their feasting, they sit and
listen to a favourite poem. The reader’s clear voice is echoed gently
by the whispering leaves, rustling in the midday breeze. Then, their
appetites whetted by her words, the listeners are ready to tuck into
the waiting feast, until, satisfied, they can lie back on the cool
ground and revel in the beauty of nature’s open-air refectory.

This charming scene has been painted by Adam Hood, 2 young
artist whose love and knowledge of the countryside has been
heightened by a year spent working on an important conservation
project. Victoria China has faithfully captured his interpretation of
the family picnic for ever on this delicate thimble, demonstrating
once again its skill as & maker of fine bone china pieces. The
company was founded by Gwyn Jones, a Wedgwood trained

craftsman, and is based in Fenton, a district of Stoke-on-Trent. J
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Good Night
VICTORIA, England

o Stoke-on-Trent is the acknowledged home of the
world's finest bone china. This famous city has
developed from five North Staffordshire towns that
grew up in an area rich in coal and clay.

Victoria make their fine bone china in Fenton, once
a separate town, but now a district of Stoke. Founded
by a former Wedgwood craftsman, Victoria made their
r&putatlon with their delicate bone china pieces and
lifelike animal sculptures.

For the Thimble Collectors Club, Victoria chose an
endearing piece of art by English artist Linda Worrall
and fused its pastel colours into their gleaming bone
china. The result is a charming, quality thlm%
your collection.

le for

Learn more about TCC (V) Last update: 6 February 2015



rmimble

Collectors
Club

Songbird
VISTA ALEGRE, Portugal

It is often forgotten how great a debt modern Europe owes
to Portugal. For it was the brave Portuguese seamen of the
Fifteenth and Sixteenth centuries who first sailed around
Africa to the East (o discover the treasures of China. Amongst
those treasures was the secret of making poreelain. a secret
that took European craftsmen centuries to perfect. Thus for
many years the only fine porcelain to reach Europe came from
Portuguese traders.

A few pieces still exist that prove that porcelain was made
in Lisbon in the 1730’s. However it was not until 1824 that
Jose Ferreira Pinto Basto founded Portugal's first porcelain
factory in the grounds of the Vista Alegre Ermida [arm, close
to a baroque style chapel. He was a truly cnlightened man
for his time whose motto “*“Man above profit” was borne out
by his care [or his workers, including the building of houses,
schools and a theatre.

The workers responded by developing the talent to produce
some truly exquisite ceramic ware. In the Vista Alegre
muscum you can secn how craftsmanship and fashion has
evolved over the past 160 years, Here you have a thimble that
started out as the rich clay of Portugal and has been
transformed into a miniature piece of art by craftsmen
imbued with the tradition that is Portuguese porcelain.

rmmble
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Flamingoes
VISTA ALEGRE, Portugal

Truly flamingoes are among the most exotic and beautiful members
of the feathered kingdom. With their long, slender legs and delicate
pink plumage they are a graceful sight as they make their watery
parade, searching for shellfish in the lake shallows, and when they
rise en masse into the air they become a glorious, rosy, wheeling
cloud - a veritable sunset on wings.

Robert Morton started painting natural history scenes when he was
only five years old, and his interest in the subject has never abated.
Through his exhibitions he has gained wide recognition as a
watercolour artist with a detailed knowledge of the birds and
animals he depicts.

Vista Alegre, which has so accurately reproduced Robert Morton’s
delightful work, was founded in 1824 by Jose Ferreira Pinto Basto,
whose family still control it today. Based in the small village of
Vista Alegre (which means ‘pleasant view’) in the district of Tthavo
some fifty miles south of Oporte, the factory originally produced
glass and earthenware products. However, the founder’s dearest
wish was to make fine china ware, and when deposits of china clay
were discovered in Portugal in 1834 the factory turned to
manufacturing the exquisite porcelain items for which it is still
famous today.

Learn more about TCC (V)
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Bird Thimble
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VISTA ALEGRE PORCELAIN - Portugal

The decorative richness that characterizes Portu-
guese art is evident in this colorful thimble. A celebra-
tion of the glories of Nature, it shows a golden-hued
bird perched on a flowering branch.

Appropriately, the maker Is Vista Alegre.-mcaning
*“‘delightful scene.” The firm was founded in 1824
under the name of Ferreiro Pinto & Filhos. It draws on
native artisans and International artists to create
works of exceptional beauty and quality.

Vista Alegre porcelain uses the fine white clay found
in the Aveiro region of northwestern Portugal. The
firm's proud “crown' hallmark suggests its pre-
eminence as the largest porcelain maker on the Iber-
ian Peninsula. Heads of state visiting Portugal are
typically presented with state gifts of this fine
porcelain. Vista Alegre has also been collected by the
crowned heads of Europe and appears in museums
throughout the world.

Thimble Collectors Club

Flamingos

VISTA ALEGRE PORCELAIN - Portugal

Graceful and exotie, the beautiful flamingo Is captured
forever in subtle shades of rosy-white and grey on this love-
ly thimble,

Vista Alegre, whose name means ''Delightful Seene”, is the
creator of this porcelain work of art. The firm, founded in
1824 undcr the name of Ferreiro Pinto & Filhos, draws on
native artisans and international artists to create works of
cxceptional beauty and quality. The porcelain is made
from the fine white clay found in the Aveiro region of north-
western Portugal, Vista Alegre fine porcelain giftware has
been presented to visiting Heads of State in Portugal, col-
lected by the crowned heads of Europe and has appeared
in museums around the world.

The pride and expertise that has gained Vista Alegre the
admiration and respect of collectors worldwide, is cvident
in this extraordinary thimble, available exclusively from
The Thimble Collectors Club,

Last update: 6 February 2015



Doves
VOHENSTRAUSS, West Germany
The dove has long occupied a special place’ in our

speaks of “The moan of doves in

‘The factory was founded in 1901 by Johann Seltmann, and by 1914
is still growing and its porcelain is as sought afler overseas as in its

Learn more about TCC (V)
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Doves Thimble

VOHENSTRAUSS PORZELLAN - Bavaria, West Germany

Graceful doves, as snowy white as the clouds in the pale
blue sky, provide a delicate decorative motif for this fine
poreelain thimble from Vohenstrauss,

Johann Seltmann founded his porcelain house in the
castern Bavarian town of Vohenstrauss (n 1901, He chose
the town's official symbol — historic Friedrichsburg
Castle — as his hallmark. The firm specialized In produc-
ing coffee and tea services of the pure while, translucent
porcelain for which this region of Germany is famous. In
little more than a decade. the company had expanded to
employ 500 craftsmen. After recovering from the set-
backs of the two World Wars, Vohenstrauss has con-
tinued to grow and prosper, specializing in high-quality
dinnerware and gift items,

The delightful “Doves Thimble” — crafted of beautiful
Bavarian porcelain and finished with Juxurious accents of
hand-painted gold, is availlable exclusively from The
Thimble Collectors Club.

Thimble Collectors Club

Golden Leaves Thimble

Sollmenn
BAVARYA GERMANY
gege 1601

VOHENSTRAUSS PORCELAIN - W. Germany

Close to the Czechoslovakian border in eastern
Bavaria is the small town of Vohenstrauss. In this
historic part of Germany, Johann Seltmann founded
the porcelain house which bears the town's name at
the beginning of the twentieth century.

Despite the setbacks of two World Wars,
Vohenstrauss has steadily grown, specializing in
good quality dinnerware and beautiful gift items.

The thimble selected by Vohenstrauss for the Club's
members is delightful. 24 kt gold is used to form an
attractive leafl design on both sides of the thimble.
Under the glaze there is a delicate scalloped relief and
inside the thimble is the signature of Johann Selt-
mann, father of this fine old Bavarian porcelain house.

Last update: 6 February 2015



