Crummlesenamelledhimblesand other needlework

tools
PooleEngland

English enamel led thimbles - over copper or brass - seemtobethe20th ¢ e nt u anjigbes of the future.
Crummles - who were based in Poole in Dorset - have been incorporated into Staffordshire Enamels, in
Lye, tho they still  bear the Crummles backstamp. They are known mostly for their enamelled boxes . They
also produced needlecases , pincushions with the occasional tape measure - in matching designs.

The owner, John Aris, founded Crummles & Co in 1974 and he chose the name of Crummles, after Vincent
Crumml es, a character i n WNdhelasNiekebyDi ckensd novel

Strangely, Crummles don't often mark their thimbles with a backstamp and one has to rely on the

accompanying thimble box for identification. Once the thimble is separated from its box, the thimble
becomes unidentifiable as a Crummles thimble.
From observat ion, all the thimbles by Crummles as featured below have one thing in common T their
brass or copper apexes seem to sit over the apex, rather than being inset or having a tight er fit.

Examples of other enamelled thimbles have either a Staffordshire Enamel s or a Halcyon Days
maker 6s mar k.

L: Staffordshire Enamels 1 C: Halcyon Days i R: Crummles

The Thimble Society of London and the Dorset Thimble Society commissioned enamel led thimbles from
Crummles - the latter's do not have the regular brass apex and all of their examples contain the tiny

Crummles backstamp.

| have encountered few Crummles thimbles - collectors, especially those who live in England, may be able
toaddtoa more complete range of these little beauties?

Some are handpainted, some will have a decal or transfer - this will be reflected in the backstamp, if one
is present.

Some incomplete examples have recently come up for sale on e bay - they are missing their brass or
copper rims and therefore are incomplete or seconds - can | presume that they have a Crummles
backstamp to identify them as such? These could have come out of the workshop in Poole, in their

incomplete state after Crumm les closed.

| have noticed that many of the later Crummles designs have no brass apex. This seems deliberate as
there are so few. Not incomplete as thos e described above
In 2022 black and white outlined designs - with no colour have appeared for sale of e bay

Crummles & Co backstamps
backstamp at left is the older of the two
Learn more about Crummles enamel th imbles Last update : 4 May 2023
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accompanying leaflets

Individually enamelled
on copper and decorated
by hand

Crummles & Co
| proudly certify

Complate these details, tear off and return to
Crummles & Co. 3 Albion Close,
Newtown Business Park, Poole, Dorset BIT12 3LL.
Telephone: 01202 734119 Tax: 01202 734244
or further information on all our products.
For American inquires:
Country Artiste USA Inc,- 9515 chxwl{].nnc Suite 112
‘olumbia, Maryland
Tel: 1-800-456-4600 Fax: (410)- 29054&0
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Crummles & Co thimble boxes

display of Crummles thimbles
from John Sinclair  (shop) England 1980s

for other enamel _led thimble topics see:

British modern enamelled thimbles
Cornish Enamels thimbles
Graham Payne handpainted thimbles
Peter Swingler handpainted thimbles
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Crummles thimbles

Crummles Thimbles

English painted enamels were first made over 200 years ago. Crummles
enamels are well known to collectors already carrying on that traditionm,
reviving the 18th century methods of fine enamel, and hand painting within
the transfer design taken from an engraved copper plate. There are also
needle cases, pin cushions and a large range of boxes, small and medium to
be found at 'The Bees'.

Cat.

No. £

88. |/ Fishing scene 10.00 | 93.  Windmill 10.00

89. " Roses and Harebells 10.00 | 94. Butterfly 10.00

90. Pink and Yellow Roses 10.00 | 95. Cornfield 10.00
Yellow Pansy 10.00 | 96. Blue Bird Chinoiserie 10.00

91 ¢
92. Heraldic Yellow and Red 10.00

8 29 90 ot 9z 23 9¢

this ad appeared in the 1st issue 1981
of The Thimble Society of London
the accompanying nine line -drawings has been useful
in finding and identifying Crummles thimbles
| have used the same terminology and numbering, until something else comes to light

fishing scene
corresponds to drawing #88

man on bridg i fisherfolk with yacht

e
o
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roses and harebells
corresponds to drawing #89
C: incomplete version missing brass trims

R: no brasstrims 1 with only first outlines in black and white

pink and yellow roses
corresponds to drawing #90
two C: colourway s
R: incomplete from the workshop in Poole
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pink flower

- cled yellow pansy?

corresponds to drawing #91
L: copper trims
C: incomplete version missing copper
and onl

R: no brasstrims 1

heraldic harp eIIow and red

[brass trims

first outlines in black and white

corresponds to drawing #92

Dutch windmill

brass trims

corresponds to drawing #93
showing red sails of yacht
brass trims

C: unbranded with copper trims

R: i ncomplete version missing

butterfly
corresponds to drawing #94

with matching needlecase,

_R: incomplete version missing

cornfield
corresponds to drawing #95
brass trims

pincushion and tape measure

Learn more about Crummles enamel th imbles
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blue bird Chinoiserie
corresponds to drawing #96

R: incomplete from the workshop in Poole
lower: thimble and matching pincushion
initials  PS

Commemoratives

1981 1981
Prince Charles & Diana Prince Charles & Diana
royal wedding royal wedding
some examples have no Crummles backstamp some examples have no Crummles
R: no brasstrims i and only first outlines in black and backstamp
white

1981
Prince Charles & Diana
royal wedding
some examples have no Crummles backstamp
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1985
commissioned by
The Thimble Society of London
handpainted
there is an accompanying tape measure & enamel
box

986
Prince Andrew & Sarah

royal wedding
R: incomplete version missing brass trims

1997
Dorset Thimble Society
no brass apex

1999
Dorset Thimble Society
6th International Conference

no brass apex

2001
Dorset Thimble Society
7th International Conference
handpainted
no brass apex

Others

apple tree
on two sides

i Thkeeech brings Prosperityo
with a verse
R: incomplete from the workshop in Poole
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