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Other character head thimble makers  
 

There seem to be far more of brands around today. The fact that many of the characters are identical to 

those made by Francesca is interesting  

 

Buy handpainted thimbles and not the white unpainted versions, so that you have the joy of the 

handpainting  -  without the eyes being painted, the characters are ólifeless ô -  and a makerôs backstamp is 

vital  

 

I have included animals as characters as the Francesca thimbles included animal heads  

Acorn  
England  

this is the same shape of the Francesca and Artone eagle head thimbles 

 

 
backstamp  

 
Eagle  
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Artone Pottery  
Burslem, England  

the backstamp is derived from an artist's palette with the words 'Hand Painted Artone England' lettered 

across it  

the characters are not  always named, so we will have to go on the accuracy of the likeness for 

identification  

Some of these thimbles are in the shape of mini Toby Jugs  **   

 

 
thimble backstamp  

 
Toby Jug backstamp  

 

  
Clark Gable  

 
Dr Watson **  

 
Elvis Presley  

   
Howard Hughes  

   
Humphrey Bogart  

colour changes in hat band and jacket ï just the cigarette stays  
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Inspector Lestrade  **  

    
John Wayne  

colour changes in hats  

  
Marilyn Monroe  

  
Proffessor [sic] Moriaty **  

R: Moriaty  

 
Santa  

   
Sherlock Holmes with magnifier  

   

 
Sherlock Holmes with pipe **  

 
** part of a boxed set of four thimble characters from Arthur Conan Doyleôs Sherlock Holmes  

They look like mini Toby Jugs but is the opening at the b ase? 
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US characters 

 
Eagle  

  
Eisenhower  

 
Lincoln  

    

Ronald Reagan  

  

Washington  

Clowns 

     

 
Happy Harry  

R: signed by ñKò 

    
Sad Sam  

     
Smiley Stan  

variations in colour details  
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Charles Dickens set  

 
some of Artoneôs Charles Dickens characters mini Toby Jugs ï are also  called thimbles ï the se are open at the 

bottom,  and the y have handles  

The Beadle -  Tony Weller -  Fagin -  Gypsy -  Artful Dodger -  Mr Pickwick  

 

Another set of Artone are definitely Toby Jugs  ï their openings are at the top  and they have distinctive 

handles. It is your choice whether you collect them as thimbles or as Toby jugs.  These are some 

examples.  

 

   
Artful Dodger: opening at top, solid bottom  

 

    
Artful Dodger  ï Bill Sykes ï Tony Weller  

Gail Boekel  [GTB]  
handpainted in Florida , USA 

   
green haired clown -  1979   
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Colecções Philae  
Lisbon Portugal  

These thimbles are made of handpainted resin ï a fairly new medium compared with china and porcelain. 

As you may see resin thimbles are fragile and chip easily. Founded in 1977  but these are produced much 

later  

 

 
backstamp  

 
Churchill  

he could be no -on else with that characteristic 

cigar  

 
clown  

Country Life Design Studio  
England  ï fine bone china  

the shape seems identical to the Victoria China dog and cat thimbles . The handpainting is very fine  

None are marked with the name of breed inside.  The descriptions are mine  

 
backstamp & label  

 
Afghan  

 
Airedale  

 
Alsatian/German Shepherd  

 
Alsatian -  black  



Learn more about Other character head thimble  maker s  P a g e  | 7  of 59  

 
Boxer -  brindle  

 
Boxer ï brown  

 
Bulldog -  brindle  

 
Bulldog -  white  

 
Cavalier spaniel  

 
Great Dane  

 
Great Dane  -  spotted  

 
Great Dane -  brindle  

 
Siamese  

  



Learn more about Other character head thimble  maker s  P a g e  | 8  of 59  

Croft China 
England  -  fine bone china  

the thimble  character s are not named inside  

limited to  150   

 
backstamp  

  
Grenadier Guard  

  
Policeman  

  
Yeoman of the Guard  

Anne Dalton Ott ervale China Company 
Devon, England  ï fine bone china  

the handpainted animal  thimbles  are not named inside  so the descriptive names are mine  

Anne creates dollsô house miniatures. They are described as wider at the base than regular thimbles . 

Quirky, charming,  and fun  

They are mainly near full -body creations ï I just didnôt want them to get lost  

  
backstamp  

 
bear  

 
bull  

 
cow  
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characters  

 
chipmunk  

 
deer  

 
dog  

 
duck -  mallard  

 
elephant  

 
g oat  -  black  

 
g oat  -  white  

 
guardsman  

 
hedgehog  
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horse  

 
ibex  

 
lady bowler -  i 

 
lady bowler -  ii  

 
lady bowler -  ii i 

 
lion  

 
mouse  

 
owl  

 
penguin  

 
pig  

 
sea lion  

 
squirrel  

 
teddy bear  

 
tiger  
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tiger cub  

Harlequin Design Studio 
England  

According to information received in March 2013 from Gordon A Henry, the thimble maker of HDS ...  

"I registered the company in the mid -seventies, where I exported the range to Australia and New Zealand 

as well as supplying the U.K. As I only used three decorators, the items were never massed produced 

(this allowed for excellent quality control) and res ulted in a high standard of decoration. I think that my 

thimbles may be unique, as I was involved from start to finish in the production ... from the design / 

modelling stage, mo uld  making, slip casting / fettling and sponging, bisque firing, glazing and f inally -  the 

decoration. I also designed (modelled) other sculptures (including birds, animals and figurines) from start 

to finish. As Harlequin was only ever a part - time business (as I was also working as a ceramic artist for 

Royal Doulton), I wound up th e company around the mid to late nineties.  

I used a single óback stampô (lithograph) using the name óHarlequinô on the thimble itself and the other 

information was supplied on the display box é character name, company etc. To start with I used a green 

disp lay box, later changing to a clear plastic box that displayed the items in a slightly better light ò.  

Many are pairs of characters . 

 

 
backstamp -  GA Henry signature  -  Gordon Henry  

 
Harlequin thimbles in green Schmid boxes  

  
Bonnie Prince Charles  

 
Captain Henry Morgan  

  
Lady Emma Hamilton  
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Flora Macdonald  

  
Friar Tuck  

  
Lady Diana  

     
Juliet  ï with flowers in her hair  

  
Lord Nelson  

  
Maid Marian  

    
Prince Charles  

 

  
Robin Hood  

  
Romeo  

 
Santa  (?)  
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Wesley  (?)  

Harmer Sculptures 
Staffordshire, England ï bone china  

these handpainted thimbles were only produced some time during  the 1980s, as Paul  (?)  Harmer died in 

the 1980s  

The Alice in Wonderland set  is made in Staffordshire, England and are made of bone china. They tend to 

be tall, with the Carpenter being 45mm.  

The chief characters seem to be covered with this set of twelve thimbles  

 

 
backstamp  

 

Alice in Wonderland  

 
Alice  

 
Carpenter  

 
Caterpillar  

 
Cheshire cat  

 
Dormouse  

 
Hand of cards  

 
King of hearts  

 
Mad Hatter  

  
March Hare  
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Queen of hearts  

 
Walrus  

 
White Rabbit  

Dickens characters 
See the Johnson Ceramics set  -  below ï for the identical set of Harmer Dickens characters. Did Johnson 

acquire the rights to Harmer thimbles?  

 
being handpainted, there are colour variations  for this set of twelve  characters  

 
characters are named on verso  

 
the unpainted thimbles still have the inner Harmer backstamp  and character  name lettered at the back of the head  

      
Artful Dodger  

     
Bill Sykes  

matt & shiny hats  
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Brother Cheeryble  

      

 
David Copperfield  

       
Fagin  

even his eyes have shifted -  shiny cap  

   
Marleys Ghost  

    
Miss Haversham  
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Mr Bumble  

   
Mr Micawber  

    
Mr Pickwick  

  
Olive r  

    
Scrooge  

Flowers  
I first saw the Harmer Flowers set  advertised for sale in January 1985 thru The Thimble Collectors' Guild 

in Scotland  

 

 
backstamp  

 

later versions of this set may be found under Johnson Ceramics  

      
Crocus  

  
Daffodil  

 
Foxglove  

  
Harebell  
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Snowdrop  

  
Tulip  

Clowns 
Like the Francesca thimbles  -  where the Dickens character mo ulds  were "re -used" and painted as clowns -  

Harmer Clowns followed,  and they resemble some of the Harmer Dickensian character thimbles  

The makeovers could be -  L to R :  Mr Pickwick | Scrooge | Marley's Ghost | Bill Sykes | Brother Cheeryble 

Mr Bumble  

I understand that a few  of these thimbles are not marked with the maker's name, and the  clowns  do not  

have names  

handpaint r ed dots seem to unify the set ï but thereôs always an exception!  
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Others  

     

 
Benjamin Franklin  

 
Dr Watson  

 
Frank Sinatra  

 
Hound Dog  

no backstamp  

 
The Lion  

  
Miner  

 

 
Mrs Santa  

  
Ronald Reagan  

L: matt version  

  
Santa  

  
Sherlock Holmes  
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Healacraft 
England -  bone china  

the Robin Hood set has six characters thimbles 
Tho the characters are not named as such in the thimbles, there are initials that match each character - SN would be for 

the Sheriff of Nottingham and LJ for Little John, MM for Maid Marian etc. The handpainter's initials of NH for Neil 
Higgins is lettered in brown alongside the character initials 

I have seen regular-shaped thimbles handpainted by Neil Higgins with the Healacraft backstamp - also with the 
Sutherland China backstamp. Interesting connection? 

 
backstamp  

 

 

   
Friar Tuck  

  
Little John  

   
Maid Marian  

 
Robin Hood  

 
Sheriff of Nottingham  

   
Will Scarlet  
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Others 

 
Emily Bronte  

 
unknown girl  

Johnson Ceramics 
England  

their characters are named on the back of the head  

These seem to be copies of the Harmer Sculpturesô Dickens and flower thimbles. The characters are the 

same twelve and produced more recently than the Harmer thimbles. Did Johnson Ceramics acquire the 

Harmer thimblesô rights after the 1980s, when Harmer died? 

   
backstamp  ï character name ï Johnson box  

Dickens characters 

 
Artful Dodger  

 
Bill Sykes  

shiny hat  

 
Brother Cheeryble  

 
David Copperfield  

 
Fagan (sic)  

matt hat  

 
Marleyôs Ghost 

 
Miss Haversham  

 
Mr Bumble  

 

 
Mr Micawber  

  
Mr Pickwick  
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Oliver Twist  

 
Scrooge  

Flowers 

 
Crocus  

  
Daffodil  

 
Foxglove  

 
Harebell  

 
Snowdrop  

 
Tulip  

Lindner  
Germany  

 
Cocker spaniel  

 
cow  

 
ram  

 
seal  
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swan  

MSR Importing  
Taiwan  

handpainted ceramic  

set of African wild animals 1978  

 
sticky label  

 

 
elephant  

 
giraffe  

   
lion  

 
monkey  

  
zebra  
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Northern Rose 
USA 

this is an inclusion only as a buyer beware  

these dog heads are listed for sale as thimbles on ebay etc  

they were not made as thimbles ï rather as thimble covers ,  which makes them quite large  ï they cover 

a themed smaller thimble , like a dog biscuit  affixed to the thimble  

the y are only made in the shape of  a dogôs head ï Alsatian, poodle, spaniel and boxer - type ï and they 

have the indentations along the chest area  ï they are not named in the thimble  

 

  

J Peers 

 
King Charles II   

handpainted  

ó84  

 
King William I   

handpainted  

84  

 
King  é 
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Peggy Davies Ceramics 
Stoke -on-Trent, Staffordshire, England  ï hand made and handpainted china  

Modelled by Ray Noble. Davies (she died in 1999) worked at Royal Doulton for sixty  years   

limited to  25   

dates indicate when thimble  was first created  

there were nineteen  bulldog characters created  (2010 -2016)  There will be colourways  

www.bulldogs.co.uk  

Bulldogs 

 
Anchors Aweigh  

 March 2011  

 
Anchors Aweigh ï US  

March 2011   

 
Beefeater  

April  2016  

 
Chief Sitting Bull  

 November 2010  

 
The Duke  

July 2012  

 
Elizabeth I  

July 2015  

 
General Custer  

November 2015  

 
Henry VIII  

April 2012  

 
HMS Bulldog  

 
Merlin  

July 2010  

 
Musketeer  

June 2012  

 
Nelson  

November 2010  

 
Peter Pan  

October 2011  

 
Policeman  

November 2010  

 
Richard the Lionheart  

March 2014  

http://www.bulldogs.co.uk/
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Roundhead  

November 2015  

 
Sherlock Holmes  

July 2010  

   
Uncle Sam  

R: April 2016  
L: colourway ï only two produced  

 
Viking  

March 2014  

 
Mr Churchill  

November 2010  
R: colourway ï only two produced  
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Perennis 
Staffordshire,  England  

Their Dickens characters were all produced with ñÉ Perennis 1983ò stamped inside. This early date of 

1983 makes these thimbles by Perennis almost contemporaneous with the Francesca thimbles.  

Made in Staffordshire England, these thimbles are hand sculptured and painted, each presented in  an  

individual box with reference card about the character, plus a wall mount wooden display box with thirty  

recesses.  

Are these Dickens characters the only character head thimbles made b y Perennis? At this stage, yes.  

There are the same number of Perennis Dickens characters as Francesca (30 ) :  but there aren't many 

overlapping characters  

Perennis thimble boxes do not have the maker's name on, just ñStaffordshire Englandò or "Crafted in 

Staffordshire England", where they were made -  with the name of the maker Perennis  

This has led to much confusion of the years, where Perennis thimbles have been described as made by 

Staffordshire with the Perennis makerôs name in very small lettering within the thimbles, which is often 

overlooked  

Some confusion is also occurring as Perennis released some Dickens character thimbles with the incorrect 

name inside. Perennis seem to have more naming errors of the characters than any other manufactu rer of 

this type of thimble  -  poor quality control?  

There are examples appearing in monochrome -  a pale gingery colour  

Being handpainted thimbles, there are always differences in thimbles from those illustrated: there are 

many different painters of the characters -  I have recorded them when the colours are markedly different 

-  as colourways -  some are excellent -  others ra ther ordinary or crude that don't really represent the 

Dickens character -  and it's just not thimbles by different photographers -  it will be worth your while to 

source the former . How many  painters did Perennis employ? Are they still out there painting up the blank 

thimbles ? 

Early in 2013 I had access to the original advertisement in Australia for this set of thimbles. They were 

advertised for sale in Melbourne's The Age  of  March 28 th  1983.  

They were available for purchase as a set of thirty  by direct subscription, for delivery at one per month. 

The sets were available only thru Buckingham Fine Arts, with a Melbourne address. According to the 

advertisement, "many thimbles offered to collectors are merely flat -sided and printed with decoration . 

However , these are sculptured port raits which capture the full details of Dickens' characters ò. For the first 

time we know who the thimble designer was -  Arthur Wakelin , a British artist. There is no mention of 

Perennis -  the thimble maker -  anywhere in the advertisement  

  
Perennis thimble certificate ï two different backstamps  

 
 certificate with © 1983 Perennis  

 

 
black & white a dvertisement from Melbourneôs The Age  in 1993. These handpainted thimbles were only available by 

mail order thru Buckingham Fine Arts in Australia  
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The Charles Dickens Character Thimbles 

     
Artful Dodger  

[ --  Oliver Twist -- ]  

    
Bill Sykes  

[ --  Oliver Twist -- ]  

+ gingery colour + incorrectly named as this is Fagin + bushy dark beard  

    
Bob Cratchit  

[ --  A Christmas Carol -- ]  

R: interesting to see the quill behind the ear  

this character not in Francescaôs Dickens set 

   
Captain Cuttle  

[Dombey and Son]  

this character not in Francescaôs Dickens set 

 
Daniel Quilp  

[ -  The Old Curiosity Shop - ]  

this character not in Francescaôs 

Dickens set  

     
David Copperfield  

[ --  David Copperfield -- ]  

  
Fagin  

[ --  Oliver Twist -- ]  
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Fanny Squeers  

[ --  Nicholas Nickleby -- ]  

this character not in Francescaôs Dickens set 

    
Inspector Bucket  

[ --  Bleak House -- ]  

this character not in Francescaôs Dickens set 

    
Little Nell  

[ -  The Old Curiosity Shop - ]  

   
Madame /Madam  Defarge  

[ --  A Tale of Two Cities -- ]  

R: tho the certificate indicates the name ñMadame éò, the name inside (L) has the alternate spelling  

this character not in Francescaôs Dickens set 
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Madame Mantolini  

[ --  Nicholas Nickleby -- ]  

R: trial colour  

this character not in Francescaôs Dickens set 

     

 
Marleyôs Ghost  

[ --  A Christmas Carol -- ]  

sad + angry faces  

this character not in Francescaôs Dickens set 

  
Miss Haversham  

[ --  Great Expectations -- ]  

   
Mr Bumble  

[ --  Oliver Twist -- ]  

  
Mr Micawber  

[ --  David Copperfield -- ]  

     
Mr Pickwick  

[ --  The Pickwick Papers -- ]  


